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Agriculture SINE SEPGR WCe, “Women's
empowerment is essential for women's
well-being and has a positive impact on ag-
riculture production food security, diets
and child nutrition.”
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Women Empowerment Through
Entrepreneurship: a study of problems faced
by women entrepreneurs of Assam

Parag Bhuyan
Asst. Professor, Deptt. of Commerce
Sarupathar College, Sarupathar

Abstract :

Like most women entrepreneurs in India, the women from Assam have
also embarked on their entrepreneurial journey, mostly at micro level. Although
they are not lagging behind in this context, their journey of entrepreneurship
is not so smooth as they have to perform multifarious responsibilities including
domestic and social responsibilities. The present study tries to explore the
various problems faced by women entrepreneurs of Assam. Based on the
secondary data it elaborates the problems from various angles such as
financial, social, marketing and administrative. The study concludes with few
suggestive measures to solve the issues faced by women entrepreneurs of
Assam.Key-words: Entrepreneur, Entrepreneurship, Finance, Micro-
enterprise, Women entrepreneur

0. Introduction :

Entrepreneurship plays major role in the development of a country. Women
entrepreneurs are also coming into existence by their skills and occupying a
significant place in the field of entrepreneurship. The role of women has
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gradually changed from that of housewives or
home makers to innovative entrepreneurs. Women
entrepreneurship is not merely a tool to facilitate
their participation in income generating activities
and it also fosters self-reliance and enhances the
sense of achievement and self-esteem.
Entrepreneurship is thought to be a mean of
women empowerment. Today’s Indian women
have taken many strides towards business
ownership and accordingly plays major role in the
field of business.

Women entrepreneurs may be defined as the
women or a group who initiate, organize and
operate a business enterprise.

Women are now aware of their own traits, rights
and also their working situations. As opportunities
provided to the women of digital era are growing
rapidly, the challenges faced by the women are also
increasing. The women of Assam are interested in
different entrepreneurial works such as handloom,
weaving, piggery farm, poultry farm, dairy farm,
tailoring, handicraft etc. But it has been observed
that the rate of growth of women entrepreneur is
not so satisfactory.

Women entrepreneurship is being a
revolutionary concept for India, and in particular,
Assam. Most of the rural women even don’t aware
of the word ‘entrepreneurship’. They are simply
housewives, or are working in their own paddy
fields. There is an issue of lack of capital, but in
the emergence of Self- Help Group or Bandhan
Bank, this problem is quite disappearing. But the
proper knowledge for investment of the money in
business is lacking among them.

1. Objectives of the study :

1.1. To find out financial problems faced by
women entrepreneur;

1.2. To find out marketing problems faced by
women entrepreneur;

1.3. To find out social problems faced by
women entrepreneur;

1.4. To find out administrative problems faced
by women entrepreneur and

1.5. To suggest measures for promotion of
women entrepreneutr.

2. Methodology of the study :

The study is carried out both through primary
and secondary data. Primary data are collected by
personal interview with some women
entrepreneurs, while secondary data are collected
from various books, journals and websites. Data
are also collected form the Office of Industries and
Commerce, Sarupathar, Golaghat, Assam.
Collected data are systematized, analyzed and tried
to draw conclusions.

3. Literature Review :

Ani, J. Jaya (2024) claborated the
problemsfaced bywomen entrepreneurs in eco-
tourism. According to the researcher, domestic
problems such as balancing a woman’s role in the
home and the enterprises expectations along with
economic and social problems are the most
commonly faced by women entrepreneurs.

Bordoloi, Anjan Kr. & Machey, Ashwini
(2013) studied the motivational factors
underpinned and the operational problems of
women entrepreneurship in Assam and found that
the operational problems are directly related with
workers and labourers.

Gupta & Swant (2023) conducted a survey
among women entrepreneurs of Thane district.
Major problems found by the survey are lack of
family support, financial constraints, low
educational attainment, limited mobility,
competition or market-oriented hazards, lower risk
tolerance, poor managerial skill, lack of confidence
and lack of expertise.

Sathish, Suganya, Bosh & Padmashree
(2024) examined key issues and challenges faced
by women entrepreneurs in India. They pointed
out few key issues such as reduced demand, rising
domestic responsibilities, financial insufficiency,
increasing competition, lack of education,
difficulties in balancing family and business, male-
dominated industry, lack of mobility and fear of
risk.

Swargiary& Roy (2024) conducted a survey
on Bodo women entrepreneurship in BTR. The
survey explores the motivation, challenges,

SOV | UG | s=evialia TRIfRmieT SIisna, wissfac) 7K ¢ sox0-38 7



support mechanism and socio-economic
implications of women entrepreneurs’ endeavour.

4. Discussion :
Problems faced by the women entrepreneurs
can be discussed from following point of views.
4.1. Financial problems :

Finance is regarded as life-blood for any
enterprise, be it big, medium or small. Women
entrepreneurs suffer from shortage of finance on
two counts. Firstly women do not generally have
property on their names to use them as collateral
for obtaining funds from external sources. Thus
their access to the external sources of funds is
limited. Secondly banks also consider women less
worthy and discourage women borrowers on the
belief that they can at any time leave their business.
Given such situation, women entrepreneurs are
bound to rely on their own savings, if any loans
from the friends and relatives who are expectedly
meager and negligible. Thus women entrepreneurs
fail due to the shortage of finance.

4.2. Marketing problems :

Women entrepreneurs face problems in
marketing of their products as this area is mainly
dominated by males and women fail to make a
mark in this area. Women entrepreneur also find
it difficult to capture the market and make their
products popular and they often take the help of
middlemen in marketing their products, who often
charge high commission from them.

4.3. Social problems :

Social constraints are another important
factor because of which women entrepreneurs have
to stay behind. Majority of them are dependent on
their family members for finance and decision.
Financial institutions also hesitate to finance
women-based projects due to lack of property in
their own name.

Women have to maintain social relations and
have to perform domestic responsibilities at the
same time. Time management is the key factor for
doing entrepreneurial activities in such situations.
In various family functions also, responsibilities

of women are multifarious. Keeping balance
among all these works with entrepreneurial
activities, can be considered a major problem for
women entrepreneurs.

4.4. Administrative problems :

Problem with administrative or regulatory
requirements is another major issue for women
entrepreneurs. Micro-enterprises of all types can
experience problems in meeting administrative and
regulatory requirements, because of the
disproportionate effect of compliance costs on
small companies compared with large farms. As a
consequence, it is not surprising that almost half
the support organizations specializing in support
of women entrepreneurs face a problem for their
clients in this respect. At the same time, with a
few exceptions, administrative and regulatory
barriers are most significant for female owned
businesses than for male owned firms of a similar
size. To overcome the administrative barriers,
women entrepreneurs have to develop their
leadership quality and also have to develop their
expertise in the concerned area.

5. Findings:
5.1. Financial problems :

Following points show the nature of
problems faced for financial aspects.

5.1.1. Purchasing of machines and tools,
equipment etc.;

5.1.2. Meet of day- to -day expenses, i.e.
working capital;

5.1.3. Lack of knowledge about
government subsidies and technical knowhow and

5.1.4. Lack of knowledge of financial
management.

5.2. Marketing problems :

Following points show the nature of
problems faced for marketing aspects.

5.2.1. Lack of marketing competency;

5.2.2. Lack of demand in local market;

5.2.3. Competition from big organization
and

5.2.4. Lack of proper transportation.
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5.3. Social problems :
Following points reflect the nature of
social problems.
5.3.1. Dependability on others for finance
and decisions;
5.3.2. Dominance of male;
5.3.3. Family commitments and
5.3.4. Personal health issues.
5.4. Administrative problems :
Followingpoints reveal the nature of
administrative problems faced by women
entrepreneurs.
5.4.1. Meeting of administrative and
regulatory requirements;
5.4.2. Disproportionate
compliance cost and
5.4.3. Problems faced for clients or
customers.

effect of

6. Suggestions :

From the above discussion, following
suggestions can be put forward.

6.1. Need for proper training for women
entrepreneurs;

6.2. Government may provide effective and
efficient training for women entrepreneurs at the
grass root level;

6.3. Government may introduce special
scheme for promotion of women entrepreneurs;
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Portrayal of Women in
Sankardeva’s Works
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Since time immemorial women have been subjugated and exploited
in the patriarchal society. The invariable association of socially established
gender characteristics of masculine and feminine with the biological sex
distinction as well as sexual division of labour have always stood as
impediments on the all round elevation of women. The social roles of
wife, mother, housewife assigned to women go hand in hand with a division
into the public and private domains, the first being the sphere considered
proper to men and the second to women. While men were considered
bold, energetic, assertive, independent, rational and logical; women used
to be regarded as timid, yielding, dependent, self-sacrificing and emotional.
‘He for God only, she for God in him’ (John Milton) might well be cited
as an instance of the universally held assumption that man’s purpose in
life is to serve God, the state, society whereas woman’s purpose is to serve
man. Man is seen as the norm, woman as the ‘other’, not merely different
but inferior. Though all cultures claim to admire the ‘womanly’ qualities,
one can cite an equal number of passages denigrating women while the
verbal praise masks the actual relegation to a secondary position.

Srimanta Sankardeva undertook the difficult and arduous of a
reformer at a juncture of acute crisis in Assamese society and polity — at a
time when the ancient kingdom of Kamrupa was slowly undergoing a
process of disintegration. The society of that time was led by the violent
administrators; the people were exploited in the name of religion. Constant
friction and conflict for supremacy of power was the order of the, which
severely affected the political condition of the region. The political
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instability brought about a chaotic condition in the
religious sphere also. Saktism bordering on
extreme Taantricism was also widely prevalent.
The followers of these cults were all found
indulging in evil practices like animal and
sometimes even human sacrifices, magical rites,
spells and the like. It was based on the philosophy
of palate and sensual pleasures. The economically
backward classes and socially downtrodden
became the victims of such ghastly practices.
Certain outmoded customs and traditions still
prevalent in the region became hindrances in the
progress of women. The resurgence of patriarchal
values and norms brought with them restrictions
on enjoying their economic freedom and on the
way they live.

A multi-faceted genius, Sankardeva was a
spiritual leader, a social reformer, a prolific writer
and a master playwright and composer, all rolled
into one. He also created some cultural
masterpieces of Assam, which are mainly Borgeet
and Bhaona. The Neo-Vaishnavite religion
propagated by Sankardeva has been able to unify
people from all walks of life, from the aristocrats
to the poor and downtrodden, into one spiritual
fraternity and thereby achieve a cultural synthesis.
Every individual was considered equal in his
religion and neither caste nor class was taken into
account while inducting anyone into the faith.
Through such an egalitarian philosophy,
Sankardeva was able to bring about the concept
of equality among mankind and thus tried to weed
out caste-related differences. In fact Sankardeva’s
objective was to propagate Neo-Vaishnavism as
well as humanism following democratic
philosophy. He emphasized ethnic integration,
societal reforms and spiritual uplift through an
innovative mode of religious conduct based on
indigenous elements of the region at a time when
the society in Assam was in turmoil. He wanted
to dispel violence, oppression, exploitation and
ignorance in the name of spiritualism. However,
it is not clear whether Sankardeva was free from
patriarchal ideology or not and his attitude towards
women seems to be unclear. This is evident from

the fact that while somewhere Sankardeva
eulogizes women and men working together there
are some hints of disliking for women in a few
pages of the Bhagavata, the Kirtana or the Bhakti
Ratnakar by Sankardeva . He advised the married
couples to offer Bhakti to God together. He says
in Kirtana: “Tiriye Purushe Hoiba Ekamoti /
Tebeshe Sijiba Harita Vakati”, which means the
ultimate result, is possible only if man and woman
work together. In “Sri Krishnar Boikuntha
Proyaan” (Canto XXVI) of the Kirtana we find:
“Stri Sudre Kore Jodi Aamako Bhokoti/ Tahato
Kohiba Itu Jnana Mohamati” which also reveals
Sankardeva’s positive outlook towards women.

As observed by Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti,
Sankardev’s reverence for women is revealed from
the fact that he never forced his wife Kalindi to
accept Eka Sarana Naama Dharma, the religion
propagated by him. He initiated her in
the religion only when she wanted to get initiated
in it of her own accord. Women had the right to
perform Naama-kirtana in the Eka Sarana
Naama Dharma, which was not possible in other
branches of Sanatana religion. Srimanta
Sankaradeva initiated many women in his Eka
Sarana Naama Dharma. 1t is worth mentioning
here that Kalindi initiated devotees after the
passing away of the saint. Such a thing was not
possible in any other religious order in those days.

Srimanta Sankaradeva redeemed women
from that degraded state of being object of
enjoyment, and elevated her to the equal status of
men in the performance of religion of devotion.
Similarly, in his maiden book Harishchandra
Upakhyana, Srimanta Sankaradeva had recognized
the strength of a woman by comparing her with
blazing fire: “Strika Durbala Kare Konano
Niskhale / Jvalanta Bahnika Baandhe Bastrara
Aanchale”.

Sankaradeva considered Naama to be
sufficient for common people because it could be
performed by the high and the low, both men and
women. He envisaged a society in which both man
and woman would seek solace from one God. In
Canto Il of Srimad-Bhagavata he says:
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“...forsaking all other gods, the man or woman
who takes Sarana in Krishna, he or she from then
on, will receive the infinite grace of Krishna
Himself.”

Sankardeva has established women dignity
through the greatness of the wives of the Brahmins
in the play Patniprashada . Sankardeva’s
reverence for women is also manifested in the
portrayal of Sita in his Assamese rendering of
Uttarakanda Ramayana. Unlike Sita in the
original Ramayana, who accepts the order of
banishment humbly, in Sankaradeva’s Ramayana
Sita, in her anger speaks back to Rama with eyes
and face scarlet with rage and annoyance laying
aside all coyness. Here Sita represents woman who
has been marginalized by the authoritarian
hierarchy of the patriarchy. The dominant image
of Sita in Sankardeva’s Uttarakanda Ramayana
is a rebel woman. Though she suffers under the
hegemonic dominance, ultimately she comes into
consciousness and is ready to speak back to the
OppIessor.

Though in Vedic period women enjoyed
high status in society, women were bracketed with
the Sudras and were denied the right to study the
Vedas or perform Vedic rites. In Vedic mantras
which have to be chanted before the sacred fire,
woman is advised to take care of her husband, to
obey him, not to argue. Moreover, she is expected
to be coy, docile, silent and devoid of self-
confidence. But nothing is said about the care a

husband should take of his wife. The life and status
of a woman resembled that of a slave. A woman
had to remain far behind the man folk and she
never felt free to do anything to fulfill her desire.

During Sankardeva’s time the economic
system came fully under male control; female lost
their freedom to take decision in any activity.
Sankardeva has never stated that woman should
not act but it is not clear why the roles of female
characters in Bhaona were performed by men and
why women did not take part in it. It is noticeable
that women were regarded as not only inferior to
man but also equal to the lower castes of Hindu
religion as Sankardeva says in Bhagavata: “Stree
Sudragana/Adhama Yavana/Anoo Jati/ Papi
Nari”. In Bhakti Ratnakar Sankardeva says:
“Parama Anarthakari Nari Samastaya/Narisange
Natha Dukha Purushe Labhaya” meaning women
are nuisance and men gains only misery from their
company.

Under such circumstances it is not clear
whether Sankardeva was free from patriarchal
ideology or not and his attitude towards women
seems to be unclear. It is because if Sankardeva
condemns women somewhere there are some
passages in which the Neo-Vaishnavite saint
eulogizes men-women working together. As
observed by Mayawati Mahanta, “The negligence
we find towards women in the works of the
Mahapurusha are not of his own but from the all
India Vaishnava viewpoints”.38
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WOMEN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN ASSAM
A STUDY FROM SOCIO-ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE

Krishna Konwar
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Introduction : Rural development refers to all round development of
rural areas in different aspects to the betterment of life styles of the rural people.
Rural development is not a new concept. It has received the attention of the
people like M.K. Gandhi, R.N. Tagore and many others during the time of pre
independence of the country. In the economic point of view, it covers
development of the agricultural and allied activities and social facilities, besides
development of human resources in the rural areas. It is a broader concept,
concerned with the total development of rural economy as a whole. That means,
it is concerned with rural employment, poverty, infrastructure like roads, power,
transport and so on. The basic objective of rural development is to improve the
socio- economic and political life of the rural people. Mahatma Gandhi has
rightly argued that if we want to develop our country, we should given first
attention on rural development.

The world bank defines rural development as "Rural development is a
strategy to improve the economic and social life of a specific group of people,
the rural poor, including small and marginal farmers, tenants and landless."

V.M. Rao has argued that Rural development is not only a strategy for
economic betterment of people but a device of broader social transformation
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which breaks away all the structural disabilities
of rural masses. It is a multidisciplinary phenom-
enon that aims at overall improvement of rural
areas and thus it includes the development of
economic, social and cultural activities of the rural
people. That means rural development means not
only the development of rural areas but also the
development of the quality life of rural poor
masses.

The main themes of rural development
may be summarized as follows -

1. To bring about a greater socio-economic
quality.

2. To improve the rate of productivity in
rural areas.

3. Emphasis on special balance in socio-
economic development.

4. To improve the quality of life among
the rural people.

5. To develop broad based community
participation in the process of development.

6. Infrastructural development in rural
areas.

Assam and Rural Development :

Assam is situated in the North-eastern part
of India. It has 79,438 sq. Kilometer of land area
and also the second largest province among the
north-eastern states.

Assam is the most populated state of N.E.
India and the majority of people of Assam is living
in rural areas. The living condition of the rural
people of the state is very backward. In this
situation, development of rural areas must receive
much attention in various schemes designed for
the development of state's economy.

Development of a society highly depends
upon the all-round development and progress of
the rural areas. The people of Assam have lower
level of per capita income and consumption,
health, water supply and other essential services.
Besides, a huge number of people of Assam are
living in below poverty line. Majority of the poorer
class of rural people belong to the families of small
and marginal farmer, agricultural labourers and

landless labourers, share cropper and tenant
cultivators etc. Rural indebtedness is the most
alarming problem in Indian economy and due to
this, the rate of farmer suicide has been increasing
in the state like Andhra Pradesh, Punjab etc.

Women and Rural Development-An Analysis :

Since Vedic age, women have been
contributing to the in society and have definite role
in family. Women play a very significant role in
the progress of a nation. India, as a patriarchal
society, women's position is not equal to men. But
women are inevitable part for the development in
rural areas. We know that women constitute nearly
half of the total population of Assam and therefore
development of the state is not possible without
the development of this vast segment. So now-a-
days, women are regarded as an important part of
development. Women have a notable role in
poverty alleviation process. They are the vital part
of the Indian economy, constituting one-third of
the national labour force.

Some basic participation of women in
terms of rural development are discussed below :
Rural women are key agents of ince development.
They play a crucial role towards achievement of
transformal economic, of environmental and social
changes required for sustainable development. But
limited access of to credit, they face many
challenges of health care and education.

Women in agricultural field :

Rural development activities can increase
women's economic contribution to the household.
Women generally involve in a wider shly range of
corps. However, they mainly engaged in paddy
cultivation. The rural women of Assam participate
in all kinds of activities and it is very helpful for
development of economic condition of family.
Men and women they jointly perform some agri-
cultural activities like seed selection, low seed
treatment, land preparation, sowing, rural fertilizer
application, irrigation, plant protection and etc. We
know that the rural economy is based on agricul-
ture and so their contribution is considered as very
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significant for economic host development in rural
family. They also involving due in horticulture
production in great extend.

Women in animal husbandry :

Animal rearing is one of the inevitable part
of rural women in Assam as well as India. The
livestock raising and management activities like
harvesting, transporting, feeding of animal, clean-
ing, preparation for sales of milk, poultry farming
continued to be rural women's duties and respon-
sibilities. But involvement of rural women
livestock management is comparatively less in
Assam as compared to state like Punjab, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujrat etc. After agriculture,
animal husbandry is considered one of the
secondary sources of family income by rural
women of Assam.

Rearing sericulture and Rural women :

Sericulture rearing is considered one of the
inevitable part of economic activities by rural
women of Assam. Sericulture is regarded as one
of the small scale industry which helps to Indi
handloom weaving. Rural women are fully
engaged in field preparation and in rearing houses
of sericulture. The works such as cleaning of
rearing houses, feeding worms, fertilizer applica-
tion, harvesting and marketing of cocoons are per-
formed by rural women. They spent 2-4 hours per
day in the season. Rearing of sericulture has been
playing a vital role in economic development of
rural women.

Handloom weaving and Rural Sv women :

Handloom weaving is considered one of
the important economic activities in rural society
of Assam. Weaving is a part of culture in Assamese
society. Maximum rural women of Assam is very
expert in handloom weaving. It is considered the
leisure time activities of rural women. The income
from handloom weaving is a secondary source of
income in family after agriculture. So it contributes
in increasing the rate of family income. But it's
contribution gets merged with the family income
and become invisible.

Role of women in family management :

Managing home is one of the unavoidable
activity of rural women which is universally ac-
cepted. In rural society women are mainly
connected in household activities from morning
to time of sleeping at night. Her participation is
crucial in cooking, taking care of the children,
housekeeping activities etc. are regarded very
significant in family. In this regard, the role of
women in family management is very much
essential. Because the maximum work in family
is done by women.

Development programme and strategies of
Government for women :

Since independence of India, government
of India and state has taken various plans and pro-
gramme for women. Some developmental pro-
grammes like Social Education Programme (SEP),
Women's Welfare Programme (WWP), Family
Planning Programme (FPP), had formulated for
all round development of women. Various minis-
tries of Indian government has introduced lots of
programmes which trying to empowering women,
training, socio-economic development such as etc.
Some women related programmes like worms,
Development of Women and Children in Rural
marketing Areas (DWCRA), Integrated Children
amd Development Scheme (ICDS), Training for
Rearing Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM),
Integrated Rural Development Programme
(IRDP), Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY).
Swamajayanti Gram Swargar Youjana (SGSY).
Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana (JGSY), Mahila
Samridhi Yojana, Programme for Victimized in
rural women, Domestic Violence Act are some
major schemes which are playing an important role
in the process of women empowerment.

On the social orem, it was recommended
to obtain proper co-ordination between
government and non-government institution to
increase considerably the literary level of women.
It is hoped that with the help of literacy, women
will be able to lead a life of self reliance.

The constitution (73rd amendment) Act,
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1992 has made effort to give some special power
to women in all the three tires of of the panchayat
raj institution i.e. Gram Panchayat, Anchalik
Panchayat and Zila parishad. It is envisged that
one third of member and chairpersons of
panchayati raj institution should be women. This
is for the first time in our history that an
opportunity has been given for women in public
life and a large numbers have come forward to
tackle the challenges of leadership at all levels of
panchayats. Rural women who have been working
as farm labour, cleaning utensils, washing clothes,
labouring in the agricultural feld etc. are now able
to exercise some amount of political power with
men.

Problems of rural women :

Rural women in India are facing lots of
problem in their life, we can point out those
problem as following :

1. We know that the traditional mentalities
of India assume that the role of women is mainly
concentrated to the household activities like
kitchen work and upbringing children. Child
marriage. Dowry system, gender discrimination
still exists in large extent.

2. Lack of higher education is the biggest
problem of rural women in India. The parents
deposit money for son's education and deposit
money for daughters marriage. So most of the rural
woman are uneducated due to not getting proper
education.

3. In the rural areas, the wife beating,
torture to unmarried daughter, sister and other rela-
tives are the common phenomenon. The girls are
perceived as burden on the rural family because a
huge amount of money is required for their
wedding.

4. Unemployment is another major

problem of women. Due to lack of higher
education, they need to involve in household ac-
tivities only.

5. Rural women are victim of
discriminative attitude. Their social status is low
and is felt that women are outsiders in public life.

6. Lack of self confidence is another
prominent disadvantages of women in rural India.

7. Lack of awareness and bow down
attitude to traditional male dominated society has
also moved women to low social status.

Along these, discrimination in distribution
of power and work, lack of decision making power,
gender discrimination in occupation and public
life, discrimination in socialization, domestic vio-
lence against women are some of the major
problems of rural women in India. They
continually are struggling against such acute
problem but still they are unable to free from such
kind of social evils and problems.

Conclusion :

Women play a very significant role in the
progress of a nation. But, in a patriarchal society,
women's position is not equal to men It is true that
women’s partnership with men is inevitable for
development of rural area. Women constitute
nearly half of the total population of Assam and
therefore development of the state is impossible
without the proper development of rural women.
So we need to provide educational and other
facilities that women can be empowered as par
with men. The development of women today has
been a major concernf or planners and policy
makers of the state and nation. Because rural
women can play a vital role in upgrading their
family and society by engaging themselves in
productive work. 38
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SAVORING TRANQUALITY :

IMMERSION IN THE CHARMS OF MAJULI ISLAND

Nestled amidst the lush green hills of

Assam, lies the quaint island of Majuli, renowned
for its vibrant culture, serene landscapes and the
famous sutras that showcase the unique assamese
ant and culture. Intrigued by this gem, I embarked
on a Journey to explore the captivating beauty of
Majuly.
On 07-01-2024. I reached Jorhat, the nearest city
to Majuli, and took a ferry ride to reach the island.
As soon as I set foot on the island, I was captivated
by its beauty. The fresh air, the sound of the river
Brahmaputra and the rustic alarm of the island
welcomed me with open arms.

My first stop was at the kamalabani satra,
one of the oldest and most famous satras of Majuli.
The satra was a treasure trove of art and culture,
with its intricate wood carvings, hand-woven
textiles, and mesmerizing dance performances.

Next, I visited the Auniati Satra, known
for its ancient manuscripts and artifacts. The
monks at the satra welcomed me with a warmed
smile and showed me around the liabrary. I was
amazed to see the old manuscripts and the ancient
weapons used by the assamese warriors.

O Mousum Sarmah
B.Com 6th Semester, Dept. Commerce

After visiting the satras, I decided to
explore the natural beauty of Majuli. I rented a by
bicycle and rode through the scenic countryside.
The lush green paddy fields, the swaying palm
trees and the chirping of birds made me feel like I
was in paradise.

In evening, I attended a cultural program
organized by the locals. The program showcased
the traditional Bihu dance, which is an integral
part of assamese culture.

My trip to Majuli was not completed
without trying out the local cuisine. I savored the
traditional assamese thali, which include, rice, dal,
fish curry and various vegetarian and non-
vegetarian dishes. The food was delicious and left
me craving for more.

As I bid farewell to Majuli, I realised that
the trip had been a life- changing experience for
me. The simplicity of the village life, the rich
culture and the warm hospitality of the locals had
left an indelible mark on my heart. 9 promised
myself that I would come back to Majuli one day
to relive these beautiful memories. 3
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Musical Instruments of
the Karbi Community of Assam

Introduction :

Plato said that “Music is a moral law. It
gives soul to the Universe, Wings to the mind,
flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to
life and to everything.

Music is the love of the Karbi people and
they are rich in oral traditions, where their songs
are the medium of passing the ancestor stories from
one generation to the other. “Thanks to Rangsina
Sarpo, the first mentor of music, art and culture of
the Karbis, who was believed to have enlightened
them and brought a renaissance in the domain of
art and aesthetics by acting like a sauntering folk
Singer assisted by the Mirjeng brothers.” The
traditional Karbi Musical Instruments are very few
and was belief to be auspicious.

Musical Instruments of Karbi Community :

Music is the sound of love, and instruments
are the medium. They are very few music
instruments found to be traditional in Karbi
community. The main traditional musical
instrument is chengpi (big drum), along with other
instruments like cheng Brup, Cheng-Kumbang,
Chirikdong, Muri Jangkek, Muri Tongpo, Pongsi,
Kerongchui, Torolit, Kumdeng dong, Kumli ‘eng,
Krok dang a’ mari. The name of the instruments
are in their Local language is Karbi. The most of
the people have the knowledge of the instruments
and how to play but here we can also see the
women who have a minimal knowledge about the
instruments because they have a belief that all the
instruments can’t play by a women.

Purpose of Using the Musical Instruments :
Musical instruments are used as a medium
to Communicate with each other. It not only

O Ankita Gogoi
B.A. 3rd Sem, Dept. Political Seience

produces sound but it gives patience and makes
the area discipline with the melody that the musical
instrument carry with them.

In Karbi community musical instruments
had a very high position because they belief that it
was their pride and basically the instruments are
used in religious festivals. Karbis are the well
known traditional authentic Community of North
East India who used their musical instruments to
be a part of their life and they have instruments
with taboos and another with ‘no bar’, this is
because of the identity and the status of the
instrument. The secular instruments have rules
which cannot be broken. The Karbi musical
instruments are earlier mainly used in the funeral
festival Chomangkan although some are used at
other but unrelatedly also they are some associated
with the chomangkan festival and as the
instruments are used only in specific time for
which the youth dormitory organize the youth
festival to showcase they culture to the Young
generation.

Conclusion :

Karbi community’s musical instrument are
the cultural identity through which their pride and
hierarchy can be reflected. The instruments are
examples of their relation. with nature. Karbi
people have an affection and unlimited. Love
towards their musical instruments. Through the
instruments their culture, tradition and the position
in the Society reflect very clearly. The disciple
regarding the use of their musical instruments also
reflects their lifestyle phrases. 3
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Annual Report of General Secretary

If we are asked about the time and place for getting life lesson. Where
we start discovering ourselves, the first thing that comes to our mind is about
our college life. This report summariges my terure as General Secretary of
Sarupathar College 2023-24, highlighting key activities, achievements and
future recommendations. My name is Shiva Boro, I am studing in B.Com
3rd Semester in department of commerce. For me this moment is very
nostalgic as I am recalling my post and writing about my life in my college
days as G.S. and I feel I blessed to get this oppurtunity.

Now [ would like to write about my college where I am persuing my
college degree, it is one of the most prior institute in Golaghat district. Yes, it
is the Sarupathar College. As I am a student of commerce department my
honours is finance. I have joined my college from 18th Cot, 2021, from the
ve ry startung I made lots of friends in college and also contributed my time
in different college events including my studies. When I was in B.Com 1st
semester the General election of Students’ Union came, where I took part
and due to my lidership quality and other necessary qualities helped to became
the General Secretary of Sarupathar College, students Union.

Being the General Secretary of Sarupathar College our first ever big
event was Dibrugarh University inter-college weight lifting. power lifting &
body building competetion held in Barpathar College. All my fellow students
leaders and the participants of our college worked ve ry hard and finally won
2 gold medals, 4 silver medals and 2 Bronge medals and similarly in Dibrugarh
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University inter-college Wushu competititon held
in our Sarupathar College, the students leaders of
Sarupathar College and along with the teachers
committee worked very hard and organized it with
out any hurdle. Students from around 20 colleges
come to participate and spend 2 days in our college
without any complain. Puja Limbu higher
secondary students was able to win gold medal at
the National Junior Wushu Competititon and one
of our Ex-student Nishamoni Borah had made our
stste proud by winning the gold in the prestigious.
All India Windsurfing Championship 2024.
During my tenure a new chapter had been
added to the endless journey of Sarupathar
College; “Jadughar” the muscum and similarly the
Sarupathar College multipurpose. Cooperative
committee hads launched ‘the students’ corner’
where students can buy their necessary items such
as books, notebooks, pen, pencil etc. at affordable
price. The students Union had addressed a long
standing issue at the boys hostel by providing a
new filter and for the first time, the Union body
organised a memorable farewell celebration for the
senior’s students. Out college week was a
resounding success, the week long event featured
a diversearray of activities including cultural
performances, academic competition and social
gathering. All Assam eassy competition was also
organised by us in the Sarupathar college, we
organised the “Saraswati Puja” and the “Freshmen
Social” for the new students was celebrated with

great enthusiasm and grace, marking a successful
and memorable event. Incollaboration with
National service. Scheme (NSS unit) Sarupathar
College our union body had organised various
types of surveys, special camp for 7 days in No. 1
Sonalipathar, village, tree plantation cleanliness
drive for several times, Yoga workshop, health
awareness drive, Tiranga rally, signature campaign
for the new voters and many more.

Finally came the time to bode goodbye to
the journey as the General Secretary. Elections
were held where new union members were elected
but before handing over charges. I am planning to
donate two mini libraries for girls and boys hostel
personally without using any fund from the col-
lege. It will be my personal donation for the hostels
and I Shiva Boro will be signing out of by post.

In this roller coaster ride I faced many
problems. But never mind as life is not complete
without problems. So I would like to appreciated
each and every mentor who helped me out during
my problems and convey my heartiest thanks to
them. Although there were lost of problems during
my tenure but it helped me a lot, I have learned a
lots new things and I can say it was my best year [
have ever had in my life. I pray for the best future
of my college.

Long Live Sarrupathar College.

- Shiva Boro, General Secretary
Sarupathar College , 2023-24
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